
TRANSPORTATION ENERGY EFFICIENCY BY MODE
UNITED STATES: 2006

BTUs Passenger Miles BTUs per
Mode

BTUs 
(Trillions)

Passenger Miles 
(Billions)

BTUs per 
Passenger Mile

Cars 9,277.7          2,641,793           3,512                  
Sport Utility Vehicles 6,175.5          1,565,595           3,945                  
PERSONAL VEHICLES 15,453.2       4,207,388           3,673                  

Bus 93.2               21,998                4,237                  
Light Rail & Metros 44.9               16,117                2,786                  
Commuter Rail 28.1               9,473                   2,966                  
MASS TRANSIT 166.2             47,588                3,492                  

Amtrak 14.3               5,410                   2,643                  

Airlines: Certificated 1,883.6          577,530              3,261                  

Data from TRANSPORTATION ENERGY DATA BOOK Edition 27: Table 2.12
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